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room procedure in this subject. It may be that this
lack of concept of number was due somewhat to poor
powers of mental representation, for no doubt this con-
cept is developed through mentally representing to one-
self relationships which constitute number. But Mary's
native common sense and good general intelligence make
it very probable that with individual help of the right
kind she could be given the proper start and that her
progress thereafter would be rapid.

When we become acquainted with this little girl she had
been adopted by some kindly people who had taken her
from her own poor home, and we were never able to ob-
tain a reliable account of either heredity or early envi-
ronmental conditions. We know that when quite
young she lived for a time in an institution. It may be
that early she had poor educational opportunities, but
for nearly two years, at least, she has had exceedingly
good home conditions and splendid chances for education.
Physically she was in excellent condition, except for slight
strabismus corrected by glasses. She was strong and well
developed.

Mary was easily able to do much higher work in other
school studies and in consequence she was wasting much
of her time in school. The feeling of incompetence and
discouragement which would naturally be aroused in her
through failure and by being thrown with children so much
younger than herself was likely to be most injurious. The
injustice of the situation is manifest.

Case 10. This case illustrates the point that if the
concept of number is not developed early, the failure in
arithmetic continues in spite of ordinary drill and train-
ing for a number of years.

John T., 14 years and 10 months of age, was brought
for examination because of his lack of progress in school.
The mental examination soon showed that the source